THE  TRAGEDY OF RAMSAT MACDONALD
The Labour Government had been sixteen months in office.
What had they done ? ' Nothing/ said the Left Wing. The
charge against the Labour Government was that they had
done those things that they ought not to have done, and left
undone those things that they ought to have done, and there
was no good in them whatever.
The threat of strong opposition at the Conference came
from the I.L.P., led by that notable, original, eccentric Scots
Robespierre, ' Jimmy' Maxton, the idol of Clydeside, the
favourite of Westminster. He was a whole-hogger, and his
criticism of the Government made no allowance for Labour's
position as a minority of the House. He believed that the
policy of the Government should have been to introduce
definite and direct Socialist measures, even at the risk of defeat.
He sat there, a grim figure, biding his time. The miners, too,
were a force to be reckoned with ; they were a dangerous
contingent to have in opposition. Disappointed, angry, resent-
ful, they believed that they had been let down by the Govern-
ment on the hours question, and they were disgusted with the
new Coal Mines Bill.
Then there was Sir Oswald Mosley, the c rich young man/
as Mr. Arthur Henderson called him. He was definitely
ranged in opposition to the Government. He had previously
signalized his resignation from his post as Chancellor of the
Duchy of Lancaster by making some brilliant and effective
speeches in protest against the inaction of the Government. He
had his own policy too, modern, original, personal, which had
not then developed into that blend of Imperialist Fascism that
it afterwards became. In addition, he had a following, few,
but fit, of enthusiastic eclectics. Many of the Trade Unions,
the Civil Service, and other sections had also grievances, deep
and strong, against the Government, and had sent their
representatives to ventilate them.
The target of all this attack was MacDonald himself. As
the highest honour was his, so, too, were the responsibility and
the blame. He was undoubtedly the most outstanding, the
most dominant personality in the Government. He was indeed
believed, not without some justice, to be the Governrnent.
After all, these critics and grumblers, although they were
extremely clever and superlatively vocal, were but few in
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